October 23rd, 2011

Hi 

Well, today is the big day, at least in the Rugby world, with the final of the World Cup between NZ and France. It begins at 9 pm in NZ (4 pm in HK, 4 am in Boston). The ABs are definitely the favourites; however, in every tournament, except the first, which they won, they have 'choked' and been knocked out. We will see what happens this time. An interesting fact I saw on the Planet Rugby website is that at Eden Park in Auckland, where the game is being played, NZ has never lost a game since the start of the professional era. The last time they were beaten there was by - the French!! The ABs will play in their all black uniform They might have had to use an all white strip (all teams must have an alternative) as there is a clash of colours (with the very dark blue of the French) so the captains toss to see who changes. Well, the French won the toss, but decided to let the ABs keep their colour as a token of thanks to the country for the great time they have had there. It does seem to have been a very successful tournament, except perhaps for the press (of course!) who like to focus on any dirt or anything negative. 


Australia beat Wales 21 - 18 in the game on Friday to take third place. And then they were back in Australia on Saturday. It seems that in tournaments like this, and I suppose the World (Soccer) Cup, once you lose, you are sent home. This doesn't happen in the Olympic/Commonwealth Games, and I suppose other athletic events, as all the competitors seem to be there for the closing ceremonies. 


I mentioned last week that the cross-harbour swim went ahead. The winner took just 20 min 34 s to do the 1.8 km from Lei Yue Mun to Quarry Bay. My swimming season is  nearing the end; the pool closes in the middle of November. Remember that I said about five or six weeks ago that my average to that point was about 2 km per swim and that I wanted to increase that to 2.2 km which was last year's average? Well I got to the 2.2 km but then decides to improve on that. It meant some long swims and with a 5 km this past Friday, got it to 2.4 km average. Interesting what one can to with a specific target in mind! Of course, I then thought of raising the average to 2.5 km, but as that would mean doing 3.7 km average for the few remaining swims, I have decided against it and will concentrate on more treadmill running to prepare for the running season. Talking of such exercise, I saw on TV part of the Ironman event in Zurich, Switzerland. And in HK on Friday night there was a 40 km and a 25 km race on Lantau Island called the “Moon Trekker”. 
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Did you hear about or see the video about the toddler who was knocked down and then run over by two vehicles in an alley in Guangzhou, with 18 people passing by and not offering to help before an elderly lady rubbish collector helped? This was caught on CCTV in the street. Well, she died of her injuries; this may not have happened had she been able to get treatment earlier. There has been a lot of comment in China and elsewhere about the lack of morality in China in its rush to material wealth. However, there is also another side to the coin. A number of “Good Samaritans” have been blamed by their “victims” for causing the injuries and have had to pay large amounts of money in compensation. Apparently there are gangs in China that specialise in doing this in order to make money. One can therefore understand people's reluctance to help. However, in the case of this little girl, the injuries were so bad they could not have been faked. 


I mentioned how the HK Observatory had decreased its estimate of the number of typhoons expected in HK. Well, now they have increased that number again! Have you heard of the 'La Nina' phenomenon that affects weather patterns? HK is being affected by this and will be for about two years. It is resulting in less rainfall here; this year we have had 40% less than normal. 


I sent you, and everyone else in my address book, an e-mail about how my Netscape e-mail has been hacked into by somebody who is then using it to send spam to everybody in my contact list. It has happened twice now. A big nuisance and I wonder how it happens? I sent an e-mail to AOL (the e-mail provider) who have not even bothered to acknowledge receipt of it. As the person(s) get(s) into my mail. I have changed the password and completely deleted the address book. I hope that works; if there is no address book, mails cannot be sent. But this will only work if the spam is actually sent from inside my mail. I have also deleted the address books in my other e-mail accounts. For the mail.com account, I also sent an e-mail to the provider about this problem and they did reply though could not be specific as it did not happen with their system. 


That’s about it.  

Cheers
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